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Abstract

This paper explores the linguistic discourse, dynamics, and structural dimensions of judicial language,
with a particular focus on Urdu grammar and rules within legal contexts. As the core communicative
medium of any judicial system, legal language transcends ordinary speech by functioning within a highly
codified, precise, and formal framework. Beyond pure grammar, its discourse intersects deeply with legal
philosophy, jurisprudence, sociology, and hermeneutics.

The study examines the core linguistic characteristics of legal prose—such as precision, impersonality,
and technical terminology—and analyzes the tension between linguistic ambiguity and legal certainty.
It evaluates the debate between classical syntactic complexity and the modern imperative for plain
language to enhance access to justice. From socio-political and colonial angles, the paper addresses the
constitutional mandate of Urdu (Article 251) in Pakistan, the friction between English and Urdu, and
the cognitive barriers posed by archaic Arabic and Persian legal terms for everyday citizens. Furthermore,
it outlines the technological demands of digitalization and Al in standardizing legal data.

Finally, the paper highlights the specific application of Urdu grammatical rules in judicial writing,
including the prevalence of passive voice, conditional structures, exact non-pronominal references, and
classical compound formations. Ultimately, the paper underscores the need to bridge technical legal
precision with public accessibility to ensure genuine democratic access to justice.

Keywords:  Judicial Language, Legal Linguistics, Urdu Grammar, Access to Justice, Legal
Hermeneutics, Plain Language Movement, Statutory Interpretation, Forensic Linguistics, Article 251,
Language of Law
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