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ABSTRACT
This article presents a critical review of the intellectual, cultural, and stylistic trends of
modernism in Urdu literature, tracing its emergence from the late nineteenth century through
the mid-twentieth century. Modernism in Urdu literature developed as a powerful and
multifaceted movement that fundamentally transformed literary expression by moving away
from traditional narrative and poetic conventions toward a more complex, symbolic, and
abstract mode of representation. Drawing on the foundational critical works of Muhammad
Hasan Askari, Shamsur Rahman Farugqi, Shamim Hanfi, and Nasir Abbas Nayyar, alongside the
creative contributions of Miraji, N. M. Rashid, Saadat Hasan Manto, Intizar Husain, and
Qurratulain Hyder, this study examines how Urdu modernism negotiated the tension between
Western modernist theories and indigenous cultural traditions. Intellectual trends including
individualism, existential crisis, uncertainty, and alienation are analyzed as the philosophical
foundations that reshaped the thematic concerns of Urdu poetry and fiction. The cultural
dimension explores the impact of colonialism, the trauma of partition, urbanization, and the
resulting crisis of identity and civilization that became central motifs in modernist literature.
Stylistic innovations such as free verse, stream of consciousness, internal monologue,
flashback techniques, and the radical reinvention of metaphors and symbols are evaluated as
defining features of the modernist aesthetic revolution in Urdu. The article further addresses
the critical debate surrounding the relationship between modernism and the progressive
movement, as well as the distinctions between modernism and postmodernism in the Urdu
critical tradition. The study concludes that Urdu modernism, while engaging deeply with
global modernist thought, developed its own distinctive character rooted in local historical
experiences, civilizational symbols, and linguistic particularities, thereby establishing itself as
an original creative force rather than a mere imitation of Western literary models.
Keywords: Urdu Modernism, Intellectual Trends, Cultural Crisis, Stylistic Innovation, Literary
Criticism, Identity and Civilization.
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