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Abstract

The concepts of Khodi (Selfhood) and Khod-dari (Self-reliance) hold a profound
significance in the poetry of the Khudayi Khidmatgar Movement, led by Abdul
Ghaffar Khan (Bacha Khan) during the early 20th century. This paper explores how
these themes, deeply rooted in Pashtun culture and Islamic philosophy, served as a
unifying ideological framework for nonviolent resistance against colonial oppression.
The movement's poetry, often composed in Pashto, embodies a call for self-awareness,
moral integrity, and collective resilience, urging individuals to recognize their
intrinsic worthwhile embracing autonomy as a means to achieve social justice and
freedom. By analyzing key poetic works of the movement, this study highlights the
interplay between spiritual introspection and political activism, illustrating how the
dual concepts of Khodi and Khod-dari empowered a marginalized community to
assert their identity and rights through nonviolence and unity.

Keywords: Selfhood. Self-reliance. Self-awareness. Moral integrity. Autonomy.
Political Activism.
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