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Abstract
The United Nations has played a pivotal role in promoting modern curricula aimed at enhancing the
quality, inclusiveness, and global accessibility of education. This paper presents a critical and
analytical study of the UN'’s efforts to modernize educational systems worldwide. It particularly
examines the initiatives of UNESCO, UNICEF, and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), which have integrated elements such as technical skills, global citizenship awareness,
sustainable development, and intercultural harmony into educational frameworks. The study reveals
that the UN’s educational initiatives under Education for All (EFA), the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have significantly influenced the
curricula of developing nations. However, these reforms also face numerous challenges arising from
cultural, ideological, and social contexts, including issues of local relevance, curricular autonomy,
and the dominance of global narratives. The research concludes that the UN'’s promotion of modern
curricula represents a global intellectual and educational movement that, while advancing
international standards of education, can only achieve lasting success if aligned with local educational
needs and cultural sensitivities.
Keywords: United Nations, Modern Curriculum, UNESCO, Sustainable Development, Global
Education, Curriculum Reforms, Educational Policy.
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“ Education is the most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world™.
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“ Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defenses of peace must be constructed”.
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' Nelson Mandela, Speech at Planetarium, Johannesburg, July 16, 1990.

i UNESCO, Constitution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, London, November 16, 1945.
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“The curriculum is a reflection of society it tells us what we
value and what we wish to transmit to the next generation'””.
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“ Education must aim at the full development of the human

personality and the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms'”’.
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i John Dewey, Democracy and Education (New York: Macmillan, 1916), 58.
v Article 26(2), Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948
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“ Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defenses of peace must be constructed"”.
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“ Education shall be directed to the full development of the

human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms""”.
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“ Investment in education is not only a social imperative but an
economic necessity for national progress"'’.
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“ Education is the key to achieving all other sustainable
development goals"™.

Vi Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 26(2), 1948
Vil UNESCO. World Education Report. Paris: UNESCO Publishing, 1974.

vit JNESCO. Education 2030: Incheon Declaration and Framework for Action. Paris:
UNESCO, 2015.
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“Every child has the right to learn. Education is the great
equalizer™.
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“ Digital education must be inclusive, equitable, and guided by
ethics and human values*”.
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X UNICEF. Annual Report 2020. New York: United Nations Children’s Fund, 2020.

xUNESCO. Al and Education: Guidance for Policy-makers. Paris: UNESCO Publishing,
2023.
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“UNESCO is the intellectual agency of the United Nations that
seeks to build peace through education, science and culture*”.
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x UNESCO. Mission Statement. Paris: UNESCO Archives, 1946.
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“Every person child, youth and adult shall be able to benefit

from educational opportunities designed to meet their basic
learning needs*"”.
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“ We reaffirm our commitment to achieving education for all by
2015, ensuring that no child is left behind*”.
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SDG 4: “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all”.
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“Quality education lies at the heart of sustainable
development™”,

X UNESCO. World Declaration on Education for All. Jomtien, Thailand: UNESCO, 1990.

Xii UNESCO. The Dakar Framework for Action: Education for All Meeting Our Collective
Commitments. Paris: UNESCO, 2000.

XV UNESCO. Global Education Monitoring Report. Paris: UNESCO Publishing, 2016.
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“ Global Citizenship Education empowers learners to engage and

assume active roles both locally and globally to face and resolve
global challenges*"”.
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“The pandemic has accelerated the need to rethink education,
making digital inclusion and resilience a global priority*"’.
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X' UNESCO. Policy Paper on Global Citizenship Education. Paris: UNESCO, 2015.
xi UNESCO. Education in a Post-COVID World: Nine ldeas for Public Action. Paris:
UNESCO, 2021.
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“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defences of peace must be constructed'”.
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“The task of UNESCO is to help in the building of a single world
culture with its own philosophy and background of ideas*"””,
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i Constitution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
London: UNESCO, 1945.
Vit Julian Huxley, UNESCO: Its Purpose and Its Philosophy, 1946, p. 15
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“Education is the foundation for human development and the key
to breaking the cycle of poverty**”.
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 UNICEF, The State of the World’s Children 1999, New York: UNICEF, 1999, p. 12
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“Child-friendly education means learning that is relevant,
inclusive, and participatory™”.
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“Secondary education must equip young people with the
knowledge and skills they need to participate fully in society™"”.
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* UNICEF, Child-Friendly Schools Manual, New York: UNICEF, 2009, p. 8
» UNICEF, Global Education Strategy 2019-2030, New York: UNICEF, 2020, p. 27
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“Every person child, youth and adult shall be able to benefit

from educational opportunities designed to meet their basic
learning needs™'"”.
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1 {U+(2010) "Learning for Life Framework“ Ci-e S couid iz

“Education must not only prepare children for the future, but also
enable them to live meaningfully in the present™”’,

L/tﬁfx;o’”guﬁdbd!.ﬂ.él@tﬁgéiﬁfuéu'/;/ﬁg"
R Yy
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§(UNDP: United Nations Development Programme) (1/3439250,6*(1}1
Jj:‘/é‘,}" Z (Sustainable DeveloPment) J/“Aggfrf‘fué.uﬁ ﬁ;bnuﬁw/b!u!/?
pﬁ.ct‘-J.l;%J(Human Development) ‘}“}'&UlJ/;ﬂ"jfc“-dﬂ@gKUNDP_UbﬁuﬁqG
Sustainable ) Sl Q67 Al-e < N L P S o Sy sl 2o N

XXl UNESCO & UNICEF, World Declaration on Education for All, Jomtien, 1990, Article 1
il UNICEF, Learning for Life: Global Education Framework, New York: UNICEF, 2010, p.
6
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Qﬁﬁg‘jﬁ (1990) "Human Development Report“ d%éu ',5 G2

“People are the real wealth of a nation. The basic objective of

development is to create an enabling environment for people to
enjoy long, healthy, and creative lives™"”.

f)ugzkatﬁ,y,dyl.uuﬁ*u’:g&(@]-wf)iuﬂ_:J»J"'Juyf"
AT EE e S
,a,l?di_c‘,;;mffx)ﬁ?mw&w,ﬁ,us’,g/%@/“@‘b»_;‘/ ﬁ‘;VQ)ﬁLUNDP
Lol §F S il LSDG-4./ B LT
-.f/}f:/ (f b((‘}.}'/lggé.l/, - “:SDG-4

*

e UK e P e 7 Sl U (SDGS) S L 514

“Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all*”.

EnpdCir £ it §is Leod 72 Sl oo L
e
- ttls) Kdm,,séyihm&vcéwt,@uf,g/swf]d?‘ffgwﬁ ¥SDG
Seo oo ot 8 38U 2ea bt S b 0 S b p 2 L S i3S A
—‘Ll?.ﬁf/’/.

»v UNDP, Human Development Report 1990, New York: Oxford University Press, 1990, p. 9
XV United Nations, Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,

New York: United Nations, 2015, Goal 4

1306



Vol.04 No.01 Jul-Sep 2025 Sociology & Cultural Research Review

M5/ JESDG-46UNDP

e/ K UR PS5 osin Ui ZSDG-43% :,(f”“ UNDP
8L d J»ﬁ/’tﬁ’g
Lo LG S A P e b S dy S J 5 21 S ) F1 £ U £ UNDP
bl
Education Sector Development Programmes (« b sl L /f/ ¢ :ut‘fg cd&{: (s K1
S} et 4F L UNDP UA(ESDP)
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LSS f e G
Life-long Learning Framework

Juwu’ﬁ .Lf(gf;f'/?ubdid’wa:(Life—long Learning) éﬂJlJ/ﬁQ.LUNDP
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“Lifelong learning is the cornerstone of sustainable development
and human freedom*V1”,

" STV G L b YAV
JUNDP ta;,g/“/?ubL(wjju.gm/g?‘,{/;,@uf(f,w?/wv,,wf‘ar/f;,y,
_‘de;yeb/ﬁ L
A 36153 At AS 5 UNDP
DG 55 QP t L 5.8 Farr ool 5132/ A L UNDP
J~ "Human Development for Everyone“b»ug/d/;zom uﬁfm_ljzu’f;%/“@uh
i

“Education that fosters environmental awareness and ethical
responsibility is central to sustainable human progress™V"’.

i UNDP, Human Development Report 2001, New York: Oxford University Press, 2001, p. 32
xvit JNDP, Human Development Report 2016: Human Development for Everyone, New York: UNDP,
2016, p. 45
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“Education must enable learners to think globally and act
Iocallyxx""i”,
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I e b U 36 6(Glocalization) b 6 sl Jl U2 (il oS 2
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WS EEs2 80,2 Sustainability and Global Citizenship" Uit J .
-UUJE "Ethics and Environmental Studies” UL 3s .
S QLI Z <t L “Education for Sustainable Development” ;| .
_(2019ec s CUNDPIE 215

xvilt UNDP & UNESCO, Global Citizenship Education for Sustainable Development, Paris:
UNESCO, 2018, p. 22
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“Education 2030 <Asia-Pacific Education for All Framework™ ;b rUss*”
-JtULK “Regional Network for Quality Education‘ ., <’Agenda in Asia-Pacific
ol QL2 £y

Lo ioe S rad L Gy S e B $1950 Ly
oA Sil i 2 13 Bangkok Office (Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau for Education)

:&lb/Lbb//{./hdgd/ﬁz“;ﬂ’)d}v‘ﬁuﬁ(fggﬁjﬁ"%;(}/

“Education systems in Asia have undergone significant

transformations under the influence of UNESCO’s policy
frameworks, which aim to align national curricula with global
competency standards™"”.

STU R U U B e E £ 3L Lt sty
P Bt b C e oSS LIS F a6 P

XX UNESCO, “Asia-Pacific Education Review,” 2018, p. 12
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“UNICEF’s education programs in South and East Asia have

focused on integrating child-centered and inclusive pedagogies
into national curricula®®”.

Sk Bt Byt Sy Ly 35 35
T gl b AIST S5
,a,ﬁu{,;,ﬁ,us’)wj,wuiwq’/}uvwv.,w Koy S by sl U
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“The integration of sustainable development concepts into

school curricula across Asia represents a key strategy to prepare
youth for global challenges®*"”.

Luégu}u/fumiﬂﬁuKu/rﬂ"iﬁhlgguf*wdﬁuﬁg;“
PR SIS R

WX UNICEF, “Regional Report on Education,” 2020, p. 37
i UNDP, “Human Development Report: Asia-Pacific Edition,” 2021, p. 88
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“Regional cooperation under UNESCO’s APNIEQ has enabled

Asian nations to harmonize learning standards and share
innovative curriculum practices™"”,
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i JNESCO Bangkok, “Regional Policy Brief,” 2019, p. 23
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“UNESCO’s interventions in African education focused on

contextualizing curricula to reflect indigenous knowledge,
culture, and development needs**"'"”.
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“UNICEF has worked to ensure that African curricula promote

gender equality, inclusiveness, and life skills essential for
community development®>"V”,
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o

it UNESCO, African Education Review, 2017, p. 42.
xv UNICEF, Africa Education Outlook, 2019, p. 63-
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“UNDP’s Africa Education Reform projects have aimed to

empower youth with sustainable development competencies
through curriculum innovation™*"”’,

SUNRI &5 L oo QL s 6 s Qi u:w & )1 £ UNDP”
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“The Bologna Process, supported by UNESCO, has aligned

European higher education with global standards, emphasizing
quality assurance and competency-based learning™""”.

V' UNDP, Human Development Report — Africa Edition, 2020, p. 29
»vi UNESCO, European Education Policy Review, 2021, p. 15
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“UNESCO’s ASPnet has transformed American educational

institutions into hubs for global citizenship and sustainable
development learning™""”.
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“The OECD’s Learning Compass, aligned with the UN’s SDG-

4, provides a roadmap for integrating knowledge, skills, and
values for sustainable societies™"""”.
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d‘.u;ﬁf’fgfoﬁp}!uﬁ,{/lui?/g-ﬁU/LZ/ZVLdJV/U/&L“m(Lifelong Learning)

=i JNESCO, ASPnet Global Report, 2022, p. 33.
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“The universalist framework of education promoted by the UN

often conflicts with local traditions,_faith-based values, and
indigenous educational philosophies™*™”,
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XX smith, John. Global Education and Cultural Identity. Oxford University Press, 2019, p. 74.
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“Efforts to globalize education face resistance in regions where

religion is deeply embedded in social and moral life, as in the
Middle East and South Asia*"”.
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“The dominance of Western languages in global curriculum

frameworks undermines local epistemologies and marginalizes
native languages™".
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X Kumar, Ravi. Religion and Global Education. Routledge, 2020, p. 51.
Xl Moyo, Ncube. African Knowledge Systems and Global Education. University of Cape Town
Press, 2021, p. 93.
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“Global curriculum initiatives often carry the imprint of Western

modernity, promoting secular and individualist ideologies under
the guise of universality"”.
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“Educational globalization cannot succeed without respecting
the social and moral foundations of diverse communities®”’.
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Xt Alatas, Syed Hussein. Decolonizing Knowledge: A Global Perspective. Palgrave Macmillan, 2018,
p. 67.
«i Hassan, Amina. Education and Cultural Pluralism. Harvard University Press, 2022, p. 120
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“The digital divide remains one of the major obstacles to

equitable education, particularly in low-income countries where
only a fraction of the population has access to the Internet or
digital tools™V”.
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* Education has increasingly become a market-driven enterprise,
influenced by global capitalism, where learning outcomes are
shaped by corporate interests rather than social justice”.

v UNESCO, Global Education Monitoring Report 2023, p. 74.
“ Ball, Stephen J. “Global Education Inc: New Policy Networks and the Neo-liberal
Imaginary.” Routledge, 2012, p. 43.
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“UNESCO’s efforts have made education a universal human

right, transcending national, cultural, and political
boundaries®V"”.
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"l
1;1948-W*4M£y&u;u’uimufﬂ.uﬁ’y(&"gd’pbs//ﬁg@iﬂ}u
Lw-g@m}yd;g/ﬁguﬁumversal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 26)
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.

xVi UNESCO, World Education Report 2000, p. 15.
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“UNICEF’s initiatives since the 1990s have drastically

improved girls’ enrollment rates, contributing to gender equality
and social empowermenti”.
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Millennium Development Goals (MDG-2 & /}lri/i/,: "Education for All (EFA)"
Jiélrdf.wiuf!iuﬁ@/'ml@lQﬁa&ré@hlﬁlyéL(:‘;Jufli'LMDG%)
PRIV
bl L3200

“The integration of sustainable development principles into

national curricula is one of the most significant educational
achievements of the United Nations*V'"”.

cu:ugyw:w&ﬁﬂ}u:L’/J@uﬁgwdﬁfu}‘ﬂéébn@"
" QUL L
Education 2030 Framework for .s/SDG-4 (Quality Education)a;m"’(u}'
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“ Global Citizenship Education (GCED) promotes tolerance,

empathy, and intercultural understanding core values of peaceful
coexistenceX™”,

LL’&}J‘!/?K %&;éﬁ)ffﬁ.gaﬁﬁdfmd}/ﬁ:dzl;!uﬁgd/c{,/?u}la"
LA S

XVl UNICEF, State of the World’s Children Report 2010, p. 88.
Vil UNDP, Human Development Report 2016, p. 41.
ix UNESCO, Global Citizenship Education Report 2018, p. 23.
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“ Through mechanisms like the Global Education Monitoring

(GEM) Reports, the UN has institutionalized transparency and
accountability in global education systems'”.
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“Global education reforms are largely shaped by Western

epistemologies, promoting Eurocentric values under the guise of
universality”!.

=367 2215 (Epistemologies) og-“d/}ug;.«,uwufﬂdu"
"_u,?&)éﬁ/'ﬁlﬁ!d}’//-ugj uﬁ;)/.:L

'UNESCO, GEM Report 2022, p. 9.
i Spring, Joel. “Globalization of Education: An Introduction.” Routledge, 2015, p. 64.
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“The concept of a ‘global curriculum’ risks marginalizing

indigenous  knowledge systems by imposing Western
pedagogical frameworks'"”.

IPAP o Edf e K S e G5 K I
"o b b L S A
Indigenous )"H‘ A uﬁurtﬁ4d:w£oﬁ ru}u/c‘_ o fb e U1 L u‘é
Qg L B e DA s u’wm@u:.@/’1-4‘_/,/f»’wf(l<nowledge
ok 3" M RIS F P i A Sl B e 2 L L
Y
IS fE L e S
uuugz_g/“m«,&[u’i‘/fziwvgwui_,ﬁvumé,uy::’w:wuﬂﬁﬂ}v
A 10z oS SBET Surumr$osatbo) £ S bl s pe L un,
;/,;/,1“'(:*”“,w"d’-/?dﬁl.d/'m,{1:t/ﬂ(uaj Ry DIvALS du/uug-m)m}'ff/u Ny
e e Tt p Lo 12 (G

“In most Muslim-majority countries, UN-driven educational

reforms have modernized institutions but failed to integrate
Islamic epistemology into curricula".
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i Tikly, Leon. “Education and the New Imperialism.” Comparative Education 40, no. 2 (2004):
173.

i Halstead, J. Mark. “Islamic Values and Education: Perceptions of Teachers in Saudi
Arabia.” International Journal of Educational Development 27, no. 2 (2007): 180.

1322



Vol.04 No.01 Jul-Sep 2025 Sociology & Cultural Research Review

;ﬁruyuéruﬁd/@dwmuﬁuuﬂwéw“’(u};uﬁg)k,?‘gr/ugf;ww,
/l/“;,{/;'K:«/VJA,%.g/H‘(lﬁ]d’/."‘ul,;c‘ad‘”{;’“/}ngJWU)’&}V/H‘UL‘Z(:LJU'LW_‘L
-E)ﬁ[ﬁd“ﬁ:dﬁuﬁU5;W(1/LJ}J|_‘¢Q;

“ The Western secular educational paradigm, when introduced in

Muslim contexts through UN frameworks, often leads to
epistemological dissonance™”.
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v Nasr, Seyyed Hossein. “Islam and the Problem of Modern Knowledge.” In Islam and the
Plight of Modern Man. London: George Allen & Unwin, 1975, p. 102.
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