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ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the strategic and operational alliances between
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the Afghan Taliban, focusing on
how their cooperation encourages both groups’ resilience and effectiveness
along the Pak-Afghan border. This research examines key aspects of their
alliance, such as cross-border sanctuaries, tactical coordination, resource
sharing, intelligence exchange, propaganda collaboration, and shared
recruitment networks, using a qualitative methodology based on document
analysis and secondary data from reports, policy documents, and
academic studies. Despite their differing objectives, the Afghan Taliban
focuses on consolidating their power in Afghanistan, while the TTP aims
to establish an Islamic emirate within Pakistan. However, their shared
ideology and regional goals foster a powerful alliance that enhances their
operational reach. This partnership allows the TTP to benefit from
Afghan safe havens, while the Afghan Taliban gains logistical and
operational support from TTP’s networks within Pakistan. This strategic
interdependence magnifies its destabilizing impact on the security forces of
Pakistan, complicating counterinsurgency efforts and sustaining a
transnational jihadist network within Pakistan, particularly in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province. The study highlights the need for joint regional
efforts to disrupt this alliance, addressing a critical aspect of South Asia’s
security landscape.

Keywords: Pakistan, Afghanistan, Afghan Taliban, TTP, Ideologies,
Terrorism.

Introduction

The emergence of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and its alliance with the Afghan Taliban marks a
significant shift in the security landscape of South Asia,
particularly affecting Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Ideological and strategic affinities, along with shared
operational goals rooted in their historical development
(growth) and socio-political contexts, form the foundation
of the relationship between these two militant groups. The
TTP, which came into existence in 2007, represents a
conglomeration of militant factions within Pakistan,
primarily united by their commitment to establishing a
system modeled after the Afghan Taliban’s version of
Islamic governance (Abbas, 2014). For Pakistan, the
presence and activities of the TTP, strengthened by the
group’s ties with the Afghan Taliban, have posed a
formidable  security  challenge, complicating counter-
terrorism  efforts and  straining  Pakistan-Afghanistan
relations (Jones & Fair, 2010).

The TTP’s relationship with the Afghan Taliban extends
beyond mere ideological alignment; it encompasses a
complex network of operational support and mutual
benefits that have intensified cross-border militancy. Both
groups adhere to a form of Deobandi-inspired Islamist
ideology, emphasizing a rigid interpretation of Sharia law
and rejecting Western influences. This shared religious
and ideological foundation serves as the bedrock of their
alliance, with the TTP viewing the Afghan Taliban’s
successful establishment of an Islamic Emirate as a model
for its own aspirations in Pakistan (Jan, 2022). The TTP,
while  operating  primarily = within  Pakistan, draws
ideological inspiration and operational guidance from the
Afghan Taliban, which has created a sanctuary for the
TTP to launch attacks across the border, -effectively
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establishing a cross-border insurgency that threatens
Pakistan’s internal security (ICG, 2018).

The socio-political dynamics of Pakistan and Afghanistan
profoundly influence the historical context of the TTP-
Afghan Taliban relationship. The Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan in 1979 gave rise to various mujahideen
factions that emerged to resist foreign occupation, with
support from regional and international actors such as
Pakistan and the United States. This period laid the
groundwork for a cross-border network of militant groups
that would later evolve into the Taliban movement in
Afghanistan and, subsequently, the TTP in Pakistan
(Rashid, 2000). The Taliban’s eventual rise to power in
Afghanistan in 1996 provided a precedent and inspiration
for radical Islamist groups within Pakistan, particularly
those operating in the tribal regions along the Durand

Line, the porous border that separates Pakistan and
Afghanistan (Roy, 2011).

In the post-9/11 scenario, the U.S.-led invasion of
Afghanistan in 2001 and the subsequent Operation

Enduring Freedom (OEF) ousting of the Taliban regime
marked a turning point in the region, as many Taliban
fighters and their allies fled to take refuge in the erstwhile
FATA region of Pakistan, adjacent to Afghanistan.
Furthermore, the presence of local militants, the
Kalashenkov Culture, and the remnants of the Afghan
Jihad era make this region vulnerable to terrorism. These
developments contributed to the radicalization of local
militant groups in Pakistan, ultimately culminating in the
formation of the TTP. With the Afghan Taliban engaged
in an insurgency against U.S. and NATO forces, the TTP
emerged as a powerful force within Pakistan in December
2007, aligning its goals with those of the Afghan Taliban
and pledging allegiance to its leadership (Fair & Jones,
2009). This ideological and operational alliance enabled
the TTP to strengthen its position within Pakistan, using
Afghan territory as a base for planning and executing
attacks and thus intensifying the security challenges for the
Pakistani state.

One of the primary drivers of the TTP-Afghan Taliban
alliance is the ideological alignment between the two
groups. Both the TTP and Afghan Taliban share a
commitment to establishing a strict form of Islamic
governance, inspired by the Deobandi movement. The
Deobandi ideology, which emerged in colonial India,
promotes a conservative interpretation of Islam that is
often  associated  with  anti-Western  sentiment and
opposition to secular governance (Roy, 2011). A shared
commitment to militancy as a means of achieving political
objectives further reinforces this 1ideological foundation.
The TTP views the Afghan Taliban’s establishment of an
Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan as a validation of its own
aspirations in Pakistan, leading the group to align itself
closely with the Afghan Taliban’s objectives and methods
(Marsden, 2016). This 1ideological bond fosters mutual
respect and loyalty, with the TTP frequently pledging
allegiance to the Afghan Taliban’s leadership and
supporting its insurgent activities in Afghanistan.

The strategic and operational dimensions of the TTP-
Afghan Taliban alliance further cement the relationship
between these two groups. The Durand Line, which serves
as the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan, remains
largely unmonitored, allowing for the free movement of
militants, resources, and arms. This porous border enables
the TTP to establish safe havens in Afghan territory, from
which it can launch attacks on Pakistani soil while
evading Pakistani security forces (Jan, 2022). In return,
the TTP provided support to the Afghan Taliban by
contributing fighters and resources to its insurgency
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against Afghan and NATO forces, creating a mutually
beneficial arrangement that enhanced the operational
capabilities of both groups (ICG, 2018). This strategic
alliance not only facilitated cross-border insurgency but
also complicates the counter-terrorism efforts of both
Pakistani and Afghan authorities, as the groups leverage
each other’s strengths to sustain their militant activities.
The TTP-Taliban alliance, however, remains a critical
concern from a geopolitical standpoint, as it does affect
regional and international relations. The TTP continues to
pose a persistent threat and has been the driving force
behind Pakistan's military operations in the tribal areas,
leading to further displacement and disruption of
economic activity in these regions. Relations between
Pakistan and Afghanistan have been strained due to
border issues, with each country accusing the other of
providing support to militants. Afghanistan's limited
resources prevent the TTP from invading its territories
within Pakistan's armed conflict, which in turn creates a
perception of conflict between India and Afghanistan
(Grare, 2016). The United States, China, Russia, and
other major countries have also expressed their concern
about the instability resulting from the TTP-Taliban
relationship, fearing that it may cause a deeper spillover to
neighbouring  regions, thereby affecting the  wider
geopolitical order (Kaplan, 2014).
Over time, both the TTP and the Afghan Taliban have
begun modifying the dynamics of their relationship. This
rearrangement of relations came into being as both groups
seek viable means to enhance their relevance in the
political landscape of Afghanistan. The US withdrawal
from  Afghanistan in 2021 and the  subsequent
consolidation of power by the Afghan Taliban further
complicate the security situation in the region. The re-
ascension of the Afghan Taliban to power has encouraged
the TTP, which aims to replicate their success within their
territories. After coming into power in August 2021, the
Afghan Taliban had assured the world community that no
one would (they would not) use its soil against any
country of the world. TTP’s activities on the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border area negate this statement. The TTP
has further escalated their activities against Pakistan,
targeting  Pakistani  security personnel and common
masses, particularly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.
The TTP-Taliban alliance is a threat to the peace and
stability of the region because of shared ideology, strategic
cooperation, and historical ties. Their partnership allows
both sides to reinforce their insurgents, which makes the
counter-terrorism operations difficult and sours Pakistan’s
relations with Afghanistan. The persistent link between
TTP and Afghan Taliban raises the need for a new
perspective on measures against trans-border terrorism,
which includes combating the 1ideological aspects and
organizational capabilities of these transnational
actors. While Pakistan and Afghanistan try to deal with
this multi-faceted security dilemma, international focus
and cooperation will be necessary in order to minimize the
dangers posed by this alliance and achieve sustainable
peace in South Asia.
Methodology
This study 1is qualitative in nature, using document
analysis to explore the strategic and operational
relationships between  Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and Afghan Taliban. We consult reliable secondary data,
including government and policy records, literature, and
reports from international think tank organizations. This
study intends to offer a comprehensive account of the
alliance between these groups, their nature, dynamics, and
impact.
Data Collection
Data sources were selected based on relevance, credibility,
and insight into TTP and Afghan Taliban activities. The
analysis draws from a range of documents:

e Government and Military Reports: These include

reports from Pakistani and (the then) Afghan
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defense ministries and regional security agencies,
offering insights into the operations, attacks, and
cross-border sanctuaries maintained by the TTP and
Afghan Taliban.

e Think Tanks and International Organizations:
Publications from think tanks such as the
International Crisis Group (ICQG), RAND
Corporation, and the United States Institute of
Peace provide in-depth analyses of the geopolitical
and security issues in the Afghanistan-Pakistan
region.

e Academic Journals and Books: Peer-reviewed
journal articles and books contribute theoretical
perspectives on insurgency, terrorism, and militant
networks, enabling a scholarly interpretation of the
groups’ strategic and ideological ties.

Analytical Framework

The study uses a thematic analysis approach to identify
patterns and key themes within the collected data,
focusing on:

e Cross-Border Sanctuary
how Afghan Taliban-controlled
refuge and resources to TTP fighters.

e Tactical and Strategic Coordination: Analyzing
instances where the groups coordinate attacks or
share combat expertise.

e Resource Sharing and Financial Networks:
Assessing how their economic ties, such as shared
involvement in illicit trade, support their operations.

o Intelligence Exchange and Propaganda Strategies:
Reviewing mutual support in intelligence gathering
and media production.

Triangulation and Validation

To enhance validity, this study triangulates findings from
multiple sources, cross-verifying data across government,
academic, and non-governmental sources to avoid bias.
Contrasting perspectives from various reports help ensure
a balanced view of the alliance’s operational and strategic
dimensions.

Ideological Parallels Between the TTP and Afghan
Taliban

The interlinkages between the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and the Afghan Taliban’s principles are
fundamental to the bond between the two and greatly
assist in their common, defined goals. While the TTP
confines itself to the Pakistan-oriented sphere, aiming to
overthrow the Pakistani state, the Afghan Taliban
simultaneously  strives to reestablish its regime in
Afghanistan, sharing a common Deobandi Islamist
ideological spectrum. This belief system determines their
perception, political aims, and strategies. Examining these
ideological linkages can enhance our understanding of the
TTP-Afghan Taliban relationship and the impact of their
shared ideals on the region.

1. Shared Deobandi Ideology

The central ideational similarity between the TTP and the
Afghan Taliban is their allegiance to the Deobandi school
of thought, a sect that originated in British India in the late
19th century and emphasizes a more strict interpretation
of Sunni Islam. The characteristics that define the
Deobandi movement include an orientation toward
Islamic fundamentalism, an aversion to Westernization,
and advocacy of the implementation of Sharia. British
imperialism posed a challenge that led to the development
of this particular ideological orientation, with the focus
being on protecting Islam in its rigid form from the
pressures of modernisation (Roy, 2011). Both the Afghan
Taliban and the TTP have employed this political doctrine
to achieve their respective political and military goals.

During their formation in the mid-1990s, the Afghan
Taliban established strong ties with Deobandi clerics in
Afghanistan, as well as with the tribal areas of Pakistan
and the madrassas in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province. The
TTP, and the allied leaders of various militant outfits in
Pakistan formed in 2007, have also relied upon the

Provision: = Examining
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Deobandi dogma for justifying their militant approach
against the state of Pakistan. For both of these groups,
these differences do not matter when it comes to their
political aim—the establishment of an Islamic state with
Shariah law as the guiding principle.

2. Anti-Western Sentiment

Another shared ideology between both groups is their anti-
Western sentiments. Both of them argue that the Western
powers, including the USA, have interests in the region
that threaten their Islamic faith and the independence of
Muslim states. To the Afghan Taliban, the United States-
organized invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 and the later
occupation were an insult to Islam; this directly led to
their rising up against the foreign interference. The TTP’s
mentality is similar; they believe the American presence in
Afghanistan and its assistance to the Pakistan government
constitute Western encroachment. Thus, both of them
hold the belief that participating in combat against the
Western encroachment is a supreme obligation and a form
of jihad, positioning them as the vanguards of Islam and
anti-imperialists (Rashid, 2000).

One of the most important factors that unites the Afghan
Taliban with the TTP and facilitates their inter-border
support and interaction is the resentment of the West. For
the TTP, the struggle of the Afghan Taliban against the
US-led coalition has provided the motivation to label its
own campaign against the state of Pakistan as one of the
many battles fought in a worldwide campaign against the
domination of the West. This ideological bond strengthens
the strategic relations of the two groups since it is believed
that the objectives of both groups are components of the
wider struggle against Western domination of the world’s
Muslim population.

3. Rejection of Secularism

A common core of ideology that stands out amongst the
TTP and the Afghan Taliban is the rejection of secularism.
Both groups claim that Islam should dictate religion,
politics, law, and even social aspects. During their rule in
Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001, the Afghan Taliban and
the TTP in Pakistan both aimed to establish a Shari'a-
based Islamic state, a goal that contradicted the Afghan
model of secular politics during this rejection of
secularism. This generalization, or more precisely, this
stance, 1s applied to both commonly held opinions that
stem from their Deobandi sect, where they profess the
creation of such an Islamic state as preferable.

The TTP's founding leaders were motivated to change the
Pakistani constitution to an alliance based on Islamic law.
The TTP has called for the constitution of an Islamic
Emirate similar to that which the Afghan Taliban is said
to have established in their respective nations. In Pakistan,
there appears to be a presence of an Islamic emirate within
a number of Pakistani organisations. This vision has
captured the imagination of other groups within the
country, who view the wuse of secular governance as
undermining the very essence of Islamic society and
civilisation (Abbas, 2014).

4. Militant Jihadism and the Use of Violence

Both the TTP and the Afghan Taliban view jihad, or
armed struggle, as a means to achieve their objectives.
Both the TTP and the Afghan Taliban, who consider
themselves to be part of the campaign to protect Islam
from outside forces, cannot avoid the idea of jihad, as it is
an integral part of their religious beliefs. To the Afghan
Taliban, jihad was a formidable weapon in the war against
the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan in the 1980s,
the US occupation, and all Afghan governments that they
deem to be corrupt. In the same way, the TTP counter
frames their slaughtering of the Pakistani security
personnel in the name of Islam as jihad, the establishment
of an Islamic state that is free of other influences (Jones &
Fair, 2010).

As part of their jihadist tactics, the TTP and the Afghan
Taliban also employ suicide bombings, terrorist attacks,
and guerrilla warfare. The TTP and the Afghan Taliban
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have frequently collaborated in cross-border operations,
with the TTP reaping the benefits of financial and
infrastructure support from the Afghan Taliban, while
conducting base operations from Afghanistan. Both
groups have carried out ruthless campaigns that have
resulted in significant loss of life, targeting military,
civilian, and state institutions. This violent approach is
characteristic of their militant ideologies, making them
more resolute in enforcing their interpretation of Islam on
other people (Kaplan, 2014).

5. The Role of Shura (Consultation) and Religious Legitimacy

The TTP and the Afghan Taliban share a notable
governance system that places a significant emphasis on
religion and the institution of Shura. Both of these groups
make great use of the religious councils to seek legitimacy
for their acts and decisions. The Shura Council,
comprising senior Taliban members and clerics, is the
most significant policy-making institution within the
Afghan Taliban. Similarly, the TTP established a Shura,
serving as the group's governing council and endorsing its
activities (Fair & Jones, 2009).

The act of seeking religious legitimation stems from the
strong Islamic tenets that both groups cherish. In the case
of the TTP, the Shura does not only serve the purpose of
facilitating strategy formulation but also helps to ensure
compliance with the tenets of Islam. Similarly, the Afghan
Taliban views their Shura as one of the religious
institutions that legitimize their jihad against the Afghan
government and the occupying forces. Both groups recruit
religious clerics to further their quest for legitimacy as
jithadist movements, with the ultimate goal of establishing
an Islamic state under Sharia law.

6. Mutual Inspiration and Solidarity

The bond between the TTP and the Afghan Taliban is
deeper than tactical plans; there is mutual respect and
admiration. The Taliban's successful establishment of an
Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan following the US
withdrawal encouraged the TTP. TTP has repeatedly
expressed its admiration for the Afghan Taliban and
pledged to emulate their success in Pakistan. In this
regard, the TTP regards itself as part of a global trend and,
indeed, looks to the Afghans for encouragement in its
crusade (ICG, 2021).

Strategic and Operational Alliances Between TTP and
Afghan Taliban

The operational and strategic partnerships between TTP
and the Afghan Taliban are crucial for the effectiveness
and sustainability of the two as militant entities within the
complex environment of the Afghanistan-Pakistan border
region. Apart from the differences in their objectives and
areas of focus, the two have established strong
collaborations  that  assist them  operationally and
strategically. The Afghan Taliban seeks to overthrow the
government, seize control of Afghanistan, and prioritize a
strict interpretation of Sharia. They have achieved this
goal twice, once from 1996 to 2001 and again in 2021. On
the other hand, the TTP shares the same desire to
overthrow the established government, abrogate the
constitution, and establish an Islamic emirate based on the
Afghan model. Despite these divergences, the TTP and
Afghan Taliban have maintained strong interactions due
to their geographical proximity, shared beliefs, and similar
aims. These interactions include the provision of safe
havens, tactical collaboration, resource sharing, and the
collection and sharing of intelligence.

1. Sanctuary and Cross-Border Safe Havens

One of the most significant strategic benefits that the TTP
derives from its alliance with the Afghan Taliban is access
to cross-border safe havens. Following military operations
by the Pakistan Army, particularly the 2014 Zarb-e-Azb
offensive in North Waziristan, many TTP fighters sought
refuge in Afghanistan, where the Afghan Taliban provided
them sanctuary. These sanctuaries have allowed the TTP
to regroup, train, and plan attacks against Pakistani targets
from the relative safety of Afghan territory (Gunaratana &
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Igbal, 2011). In return, the TTP has reportedly supported
the Afghan Taliban by providing fighters and intelligence
for operations against Afghan and foreign forces.

This arrangement has benefitted both groups, as it allows
the Afghan Taliban to maintain strong relations with a
potent ally on the Pakistan side of the border, increasing
its strategic depth and operational reach. For the TTP,
these safe havens have been critical in enabling it to avoid
direct confrontation with the Pakistan military, which
would be more challenging without Afghan-based
sanctuaries. The continued existence of these cross-border
sanctuaries has posed a significant challenge for Pakistan's
counterinsurgency efforts, as eliminating TTP influence
within Pakistan's borders does little if fighters can retreat
and regroup across the frontier.

2. Tactical Coordination and Shared Military Expertise

The TTP and Afghan Taliban definitely share more than a
pleasurable working relationship in which they offer each
other sanctuary in times of need, as there seems to be an
element of integration into combat operations. There
appears to have been a flow of military knowledge and
skills between the two groups, which has enhanced their
fighting abilities. The Afghan Taliban developed a strategy
for the TTP's insurgency campaign against NATO forces,
which included the use of improvised explosive devices
(IEDs), elaborate @ ambushes, and a  multi-faceted
bombardment of strategic installations. This move seems
to have strategically worked, as it has improved TTP’s
operational reach and effectiveness, enabling them to
undertake advanced operations within Pakistan's
boundaries (Abbas, 2014).

In addition, the Afghan Taliban have been able to use
TTP fighters and resources whenever the need arises,
especially during their campaigns in the eastern provinces
of Afghanistan. In recent years, with the Taliban
expanding its campaign to retake Afghan territory, TTP
fighters have reportedly joined 1in many of such
operations, bringing along skills in guerrilla warfare. This
working relationship has been beneficial for both sides, as
it enhances the Taliban's ability to meet its operational
goals and, at the same time, allows the TTP to acquire
more combat  experience and raise its  training
standards. The two groups have converged 1n their
constructed social exchanges, where one group utilizes the
other to refine their war strategies.

3. Resource Sharing and Financial Networks

The TTP and the Afghan Taliban rely on Napoleon-style
proxies to sustain their operations, even in the face of
multiple insurgent schisms. The TTP primarily relies on
drug trafficking, extortion, and smuggling to expand their
operations. Having been active in such a trade for a while,
the TTP understands how to funnel revenue where
required—the opium trade provides an 1mmense cash
flow, and given the alliances TTP has, it can allocate
through requisite channels whenever it likes. For such
materialistic assistance, TTP has quite a few advantages to
offer—a strong protection network across tribal-dominated
regions of Pakistan as well as transportation enabling an
easy influx of cash throughout (Kaplan, 2014).

This mechanism of shared resources across borders, along
with the congruence of non-state and state actors in the
region, clearly demarcates their nexus. TTP's support
allows the Afghan Taliban to  cross-subsidize its
operations, thereby enabling independent operations in
Pakistan. On the other hand, TTP enhances the Afghan
component by offering market access and facilitating
smuggling  routes, particularly in  situations  where
resources require trading for distribution. This nexus of
inter-reliant economies ensures a cohesive integration
between the two while allowing for indispensable support
alongside material allocation.

4. Intelligence Sharing and Mutual Support

The mutual support in intelligence operations between
TTP and Afghan Taliban presents a notable aspect of their
operational cooperation and strengthens the two groups’
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capabilities to plan and conduct attacks while avoiding
state curtailing efforts. As a result, the TPP and Taliban
Posting have improved their ability to pinpoint the precise
timing and locations of their strikes, enabling them to
conduct more extensive operations in accordance with
their policies regarding Afghan, Pakistani, and other
foreign fighters. The closeness at the operational level and
the embedded populations in sympathizing communities
enable this intelligence sharing (Fair, 2009).

On the other hand, the transfer of intelligence is
advantageous to both sides. For instance, the TTP
provides information to the Afghan Taliban about the
movements of the Pakistani army and border guards,
allowing the Taliban to circumvent Pakistani security
posts and employ alternative methods. In return, the
Taliban informs the TTP about assaults across the borders
targeted at key structures and people in Pakistan. This
networking assures both groups of remaining on top’ of
counterinsurgency efforts. Furthermore, the sharing of
intelligence facilitates improved planning, enabling the
TPP and the Afghan Taliban to collaborate effectively and
achieve more significant results (Jan, 2022).

5. Propaganda and Psychological Warfare

The Pakistan Taliban and Afghani Taliban share a
common misconception that violent ideology has a socio-
cultural heritage and basis. To achieve this, they employ
strategies that endorse their myths across all facets of
society. Thus, by sharing media platforms and propaganda
strategies, the two groups have been able to strengthen
their ideological positions and increase their manpower.
All media production units of the Pakistan Taliban and
Afghani Taliban engage in targeting the so-called enemy,
demonizing the United States, and fostering hatred against
the Western world. They advocate for their "Jihadi"
vision, which includes a tinge of martyrdom and
overshadows secular and Western influence (Ross, 2013).

But there's more. Psychological aspects, including media
propaganda, often accompany these actions. Reports often
suggest that the TTP and Afghan Taliban produce films
showcasing their successful attacks and claim credit for
them, aiming to instill a sense of hopelessness in opposing
forces and create an illusion of their own strength. The
TTP has closely examined the Taliban's approach in
Afghanistan and is now implementing similar tactics in
Pakistan, a country with a high usage of social media.
This mode of engagement enables both groups to intensify
their recruitment efforts and attract similar narratives from
their bold young supporters. The effectiveness of their
propaganda has allowed them to stave off the decline in
their support structures by sustaining it in and outside their
targeted regions (Fair, 2009).

6. Strategic Timing and Coordination of Attacks

The TTP and Afghan Taliban enhance their operational
relationship by synchronizing their attacks with relevant
political or military events. For instance, after the US
withdrew its troops from Afghanistan in 2021, the Taliban
began to show signs of revival. This event not only gave
strength to the TTP, but also signaled that the Taliban's
victory implied the possibility of achieving their goals in
Pakistan. The TTP quickened its activity in Pakistan,
attacking security forces and state apparatus in what
seemed to be a well-planned operation to take advantage
of the winning spirit the Taliban had brought with them
(ICG, 2021).

This dispersion of attack bases aligns with a broader
strategy to weaken the states on both sides of the
international border and construct a narrative of loss of
control on either side. By launching operations together,
the TTP and Afghan Taliban compel the Pakistan and
Afghan authorities to deal with more than one security
concern at the same time, thereby overstretching their
resources and making counterterrorism operations
difficult. Therefore, these joint strategies have allowed
both groups to escalate the intensity of their attacks and
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exploit the vulnerabilities of the state they oppose (Jan,
2022).

7. Shared Recruitment Networks and Mobilization of Fighters
Recruitment is a delicate area where the TTP and Afghan
Taliban have strategically collaborated, drawing from their
shared armies and supporters. The TTP and Taliban
leverage the strong tribal and kinship ties in Pakistan's
tribal areas to mobilize recruits. The already existing
network of madrassas in Pakistan, which hold Deobandi
beliefs and serve as recruitment centres for the two groups,
accentuates this combined effort towards recruitment
(Rashed, 2000).

The historical significance of jihadist movements in the
Af-Pak region attracts foreign fighters, particularly those
who are part of the networks shared by the TTP and
Afghan Taliban. The TTP and Afghan Taliban have
consistently ensured a steady supply of fighters and
resources by enhancing their cross-regional recruitment
strategies, thereby enabling prolonged operations. The
networks enhance the ideology of unity in purpose and
action between the two groups, as they share a common
perception of fighting against secularism and foreign
intrusion into their region (Jan, 2022).

4. Geopolitical and Regional Implications

The TTP-Afghan Taliban alliance has far-reaching
implications for regional stability, affecting Pakistan’s
security and impacting its foreign relations  with
Afghanistan. The group's access to Afghan sanctuaries
hinders Pakistan's attempts to counter TTP influence,
straining Dbilateral relations as Afghan authorities struggle
with  limited resources (Grare, 2016). The alliance
complicates counter-terrorism efforts, as both groups pose
a significant risk to regional stability, attracting the
attention of major international actors like China and
Russia (Gul, 2012).

This relationship disrupts Afghan-Pakistan relations, with
each  country accusing the other of  harboring
militants. International actors are concerned about the
alliance's impact on regional security, particularly due to
the threat of extremist spillover into neighboring countries
like China and the broader region (Kaplan, 2014). The
influence  of the TTP-Afghan  Taliban  connection
underscores the mneed for coordinated counter-terrorism
strategies, highlighting the complex geopolitical challenges
posed by transnational insurgent networks.

Impact on Pakistan's Security and Counter-Terrorism
Efforts

The TTP’s use of Afghan territory as a staging ground for
attacks against Pakistan has serious implications for
Pakistan’s  security. Military operations in the tribal
regions aim to dismantle TTP networks, yet the group’s
alliance with the Afghan Taliban allows it to evade
Pakistani  forces (Grare, 2016). Pakistan’s counter-
terrorism  measures, including border fencing and
increased military presence, illustrate the government’s
prioritization of eliminating the TTP threat (Abbas, 2014).

The social and economic consequences of TTP activities
further strain Pakistani resources. Local communities face
ongoing displacement, economic instability, and the
psychological impacts of recurring violence (Jones & Fair,
2010). Diplomatic engagement with the Afghan Taliban to
cutb TTP  operations has seen limited  success,
necessitating a more comprehensive approach  that
addresses both military and socioeconomic dimensions of
counter-terrorism.

Possible Future Scenarios and Policy Recommendations

The future of the TTP-Afghan Taliban alliance depends
on shifting regional dynamics and international pressure
on the Taliban regime. If Afghanistan’s government faces
increased demands for international recognition, it may
reconsider its tacit support for the TTP, which could
reduce the group’s influence in Pakistan (Kaplan, 2014,
Grare, 2016). International powers should support
regional cooperation by investing in counter-terrorism
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training and infrastructure in both  Pakistan and
Afghanistan.(rrr)

Recommendations for a sustainable solution include a
combination of counter-terrorism initiatives and
developmental aid aimed at reducing poverty and
radicalization. By enhancing intelligence sharing, border
security, and socio-economic  development programs,
Pakistan and Afghanistan can address root causes of
militancy while mitigating the influence of extremist
groups (Zahid, 2019).

Conclusion

In conclusion, a shared Deobandi ideology, a
commitment to jihad, a rejection of secularism, and a
belief in the imposition of Sharia law underpin the
ideological parallels between the TTP and the Afghan
Taliban. These common ideological foundations have
facilitated cooperation and mutual support between the
two groups, enabling them to collaborate in their
respective struggles for an Islamic state. The ideological
convergence between the TTP and Afghan Taliban is not
only a source of solidarity but also a driving force behind
their violent campaigns against the Pakistani and Afghan
states. Understanding these ideological parallels is crucial
for understanding the TTP-Afghan Taliban relationship
and the broader security challenges facing the region.

The strategic and operational alliances between the TTP
and Afghan Taliban represent a complex and mutually
beneficial relationship that strengthens both groups in their
respective struggles. Through sanctuary provision, tactical
coordination, resource sharing, intelligence exchange, and
joint recruitment efforts, the TTP and Afghan Taliban
have created a powerful alliance that complicates
counterinsurgency efforts in the region. Shared ideological
beliefs and practical considerations drive this strategic
collaboration, enhancing both groups' operational
resilience. As long as this alliance persists, both Pakistan
and Afghanistan face significant challenges in their efforts
to combat terrorism and establish stability in the region.
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