Vol. 03 No. 02. April-June 2025

CULTURAL RESEARCH

ESREVIE

The Religious and Social Aspects of the Use of Al
%&P}J}KJW’I&AI
Mr. Muhammad Salman Qureshi
M.Phil Research Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, Kohat
University of Science and Technology, Kohat
1832023201 3@kust.edu.pk
Dr. Qaisar Bilal
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Kohat
University of Science and Technology, Kohat
qaisarbilal@kust.edu.pk
Dr. Nisar Mehmood
Lecturer, Department of Islamic Studies, Kohat University of

Science and Technology, Kohat
nisarmehmood148@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is changing the modern world like
nothing ever before, touching almost everything that is human life
economics, education, healthcare, and communication. Such
developments have also to be followed with the religious and
social implications of Al more especially in societies where the
protection of ethical and moral standards is underpinned by
religious practices. From a religious point of view, using Al raises
the question of a human agency, accountability, privacy, and the
ability of a technological intervention in questions of life, death,
and moral decision-making. For example, Islamic scholars are
keen that Al can be used as a means to convenience and progress,
while still within the ethical limits defined by Shariah. There are
problems in the automation of some religious duties, Al generated
fatwas, or surveillance systems that need careful thinking to avoid
any clash with divine commandments and human dignity. Al is
changing  relationships, the labor markets, and assembling
structures on the social front. Al can help turn things more
efficient and more accessible, but also create questions like
unemployment, social isolation and an increase of inequalities.
We need to determine whether it is good or bad that Al is putting
increasing pressure on us to depend onm it: Is it or isn’t it nurturing
or abandoning core social values such as compassion, justice,
privacy, and mutual respect? Religious wisdom and social
responsibility should guide the responsible and ethical use of Al to
make use of technological advances for the benefit of humans
rather than through it. It is shown that there is a need for such an
integrated framework that addresses the religious as well as the
social aspects of Al ensuring a balanced, ethical, and humane
development and application of this technology.
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Ibn Taymiyah, a renowned classical scholar and reformer,
says: “It should be understood that in principle all things, of
various types and categories, are generally halal for human
beings, and that they are tahir (pure) and it is not forbidden
for people to handle them and touch them. This is a
comprehensive rule that is general in application, and it is an
important ruling that is of immense benefit and brings much
blessing, and the scholars turned to it when issuing rulings on
innumerable actions and issues faced by people.”
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Islam lays great emphasis on learning and progress
something well embodied by our Muslim predecessors in
the early centuries of Islam. From Al-Razi’s innovative
laboratory apparatus of the 9th century (CE) to the water-
raising machine Al-Jazari developed in the 13th century,
Muslims were at the helm of scientific and technological
advancements. In fact, the word algorithm, which is
central to the structure of artificial intelligence, is derived
from the name of Al-Khwarizmi, the 9th-century Muslim
scientist and mathematician who first introduced the
concept of algorithms. However, in later centuries, and
particularly since the colonization era, the intellectual
decline of the Muslims has been all too obvious. In recent
times, the contribution of Muslims to the field of science
and technology has been almost negligible.
Today, Muslim countries need to invest in AI, which can
greatly uplift their economies and help overcome many of
the challenges they face. The governments in Muslim
countries need to proactively promote scientific learning
by establishing specialist Institutions, providing
scholarships to STEM  students, and introducing
incentives for small entrepreneurs in the scientific domain.
At the same time, aspiring students should look beyond
the traditional fields of learning to the more innovative
branches of science. Universities also need to implement a
culture of authentic research rather than mere book
learning.Lastly, it is worth emphasizing that there is much
potential for Muslims to excel in the AI field. There are
many examples of young Muslims developing impressive
prototypes and inventing new products despite the lack of
available funding. For example, a Pakistani graduate,
Agsa Ajmal, was recently recognized for developing a

sewing machine for the visually impaired, while another
student, Shanza Munir, has developed smart shoes to
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assist the visually impaired. During the peak of the
coronavirus pandemic, police robots, known as PGuards,
were seen patrolling the streets of Tunis to enforce the
lockdown. Enova Robotics, the Tunisia-based firm that
developed these security robots, can serve as an inspiration
for many Muslim scientists and entrepreneurs seeking to
make their mark in the field of artificial intelligence®.
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